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E•nvironmeritaI•••••gro.up.~. ••appeal••••perD1.its 
for LNG export facility in New Jersey 
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Emlitcmmefiti:11 group.s are appealing the perliiits of EID LNG export tertnina! iti New Jet~ey. (Phgto: Jim 
A!leri/f:reightWayes) 

Envirornnentajgroups are appealing multiple permit appr()vals for a projectthat would include the 

trahsport of!iqueflednatural gas{LNG}Viarai!forexportoutofaNew Jersey tennThaLThe orgahizatiohs 

saythe raiLanq truck transp9rt of LNG neeqs more federal regulatory oversight given its vo!i:itlle nature, 

·~,·~·"·· ;_ ··· \}. ;/ - -·· - ;·· -· 1 1 · ·· ··. d Other lcical erivironrneritc1tgrciups are appealing permits frcirnthe u.s. 
Army Corps ofEngjneers a ndthE! New)E!rsey QepartrrientofJnvironmental prote<.:tion fort he construction 

Of arrLNGtermlnal 8Hhe GibbstowriLogisticsCeriter in Gibbstown, New Jersey; The terminal, which 

woµld be located qffof the Delaware Rlyer,woµldbe constrL1ctedbyEnergyTransporLSolutlons (EIS), a 

subsidiary of NewForfress EherQy. 

The LNG w9uld beJratisported py rail QftrUckJrorri afac:Hity in Wyalusing, Penrisy!vania, opefatecl by New 

Fortress Energy; Construction atthatJacllity, located ln the Ma rcellusShaleregion, has tempora ri!y paused 

bernpseofJhe comnavirps pandemic:, 21c:ccfrding to loc:arnews sources. 

"We look ateVerypartofthe supply chain thatthisprojectentails, and We consider eVerysir1g!e step ofit 

to bedang~rous anduntested,"Delaware RivefkeepefNetworkDepLJtyDirector Tracy carlucdofold 

F1'eightWaves, 

The groups als9 want the Federal EnerqyRegulatorv Commlssion{FERC)torulE!that ithasjurisdiction over 

th is project, ±is it does \Nffh otheYLNG fad lities. DelawareRlver Partners., a subsld iary of New Fortress 
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Energy,jsseeking a declaratory order thatFERCdoesh't havejurisdiction overJheGibbstciwn 

project;••accnrdlnq••to••local• neVvs••rnptJrts: 

Separate y, ew ortress nergy an ·· -\>-. -> · ···.~·- · · - · ,ethefNew Fortress Energfneeded 

FERCs permissiontoJJuild aqLNG tE:rrninal inPuE:rto Rico, 

"WethlnkTfs very imporfantthaf FERCdoes exercise its jurisdiction and be able f03pply the layer of 

rfgu!ationthatFERC has witbinits p9wer bE:causeright n9wtherE' really ls nobody,no agencywith a 

spedficliquefied natural gas expertise or experience thathasrevievved theprojecF ... and ifs ahtige gap in 

tberegLJlaforyoversight Of this facility,"Tar!uccfosaid: 

Jhatoversight shol.JldjntludE' an exc1rnihati9n of proposecJ translgading operations a11d how qther 

qperationsat the site,such as butane loadirig, might interplay with LNG activities, Carlucdo said;Jhe 

Gibbstown property also backs ihtoarea residents' yards;she said: 

NeitherEnergyTrahsportSolutions norNew Fortress Er,ergyretumed requests forcommenLButEnergy 

Transpi:.frtSolufio··· · ........... "Y · ._,···. -"X·· • ··· - " · ········the project has gonethroughexterisivE: ehvironmental 

andregu !atqry review prqcesses andit has recE'ived approvalfrom mu ltipiE'federalxstate 

agencies. 

NorfolkSouthem (NYSE: NSC), whose rietwork is within the vicinity Qf the LI\JGJaci!ityin Pennsylvania, 

wouldn't comment otlthe Gibbstown project because it's not in\/olved hi the project at this point. The 

rai!r9adals9said itisti't CLJrieritlymci,1ing ariy LNG. 

,,RegardJess;safety ls ourtop prioritynomatterthe commodity, andwe always takewhatevernecessary 

mea:;urest9e11sure safe 9pefatl9n,"Nmfolk S9qthern spcike:;pefsonJeffDE:Graff:;aid. 

As debate continues on the Gibbs town project; other local appro\ials a re Still needed. The Delaware River 

Basfn Corri(l"jission (DRBC) inSeptembeTdecided to de!ay until December a decision to approve a permit 

thatwol.JldalloW for the constructionotanLNGterminal at Gibbstown. 

The DRBC, 9 government91 body made LJP of several statetepresentatives whose states bqrder the 

Delaware River;decided at a board rneetingorrSept 10 to stay a vote on whether to approve the project 

TheDRBChad previously approved theprojecttobuiid Dock2 atthe Gibbstown L9glstics CenterirrMarch 

20l~, but environmental groups, incJudirigtheDelaware RiverkeeperNetwork; app~a!ed the approvat 

Although the QRBC vqtedtq stay its decisi9n, NewFOrtress Energy subsidiary Elndterminal operator 

Delaware River Partners could start conductlngin.::water workforthe Dock2 project because it has a 

Sedlon404/10 permitjssuerj b)"the u.s. Aun)"Corps Of Enginem:;. 

According to the DRBC; the Gibbstownlogistics Center is a multluse; deep:::waterseaportand industrial 

l(}gisticscenter located on aportionotthe formef 1 ,630--acreDi..lPont R~paunofadlit1/,The project eritails 
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the consth.ldion ofawharf thafwill have two aeep:-waterberthsin the J)elaware River, Ultimately, th1;; 

projecrwill enable the exportofbulk liquid products by vessel. 

Environ,111eritai groµps' ~oncerns 
Although the environmental groups have broader concerns about hydraulic fractUrihg or tracking, a 

processJhatextracts natural gasJrorn the ~arth,the groups are also concerned about thescalE' and scope 

of anactldentinvolving thetransport oFLNG. 

Since NewFortress Energy is a private company; it hasn't disclosed the potential routes itcould use to 

transport LNGfroin the Pennsyl\/aniafacility to Gibbstown: But whether the material istranspgrted J:iy !'all 

or t>ytruc:kdt would likely pass throllgh denselypgpulatedareas!ike Philadelphia; 

..; '", · "'' , ' · · •••· •· , ··· · ·•·•·••· ·· ·· · 0 , i • :: ·· . , •·•···• bythe US: DO ···· ··, "' . · 0 · ·· · "" 0 , ·· ••• ... · · . . s 

~ateu ' . . , .-: · . 1 ••·•••·•·• ··••·•·••·• •. December 2019 a !lows forthe franspqrto LNG y ra1 . 
requires trains transporting 20 or more tank cars to haVeat1/I/O"wayend:.coFtrain device, With each car 

remotely monitored for pressure,locatlon andJeaks. ETS must prqvlde fralnlng to etn~rgeticyresponse 

agencies along the train route, 95 well as fulfl!lreportingrequirements to PHMSA 

Shouldthe 111aterial be released ln an accident, it could cause extreme freeze burns within a qt1arter~mile 

to a rnile p1:;c:auseJhernaterlalls cooledJornlnws 2609F priortotransportJhatcooJing reducesjts 

volrn11e,resulting iti a concentrated amountiti acontainer;according toCarluccio. 

Butthe expansion ofthe material following a spillis also potentially dangerous because itwouldresultin 

a powerful vapor cloud with a lot ofenE'rgybt=;hind it, C:ar!ue<:io said. S hou k.Jsomt=;thi hg igri ite tht=; Cloud; 

such as a t:igarette lighter\ itcould resultina \/ElryJarge fire thatcould cover a lot of grow1d, she said; 

I egroups are also concerne a.• out the trar1sloading ofLNG that is plm1ried to occurat 

because movirig the material from ohecontainerto anotherinc.reases the possibility for hrn11ari error. 

,,lt"s reallyangyel approach to how company cariexportand m?rket Ll\lGoyElrseas tJecausE'jt's bt1i!ding 

an lhland facility thatwill be the first in the nationthaFgoes a long distance over sci much volume," 

Carluccio said, 

r · ,· , · ' ·~ ·"'·~ ""' <,' · pteparedfor PHMSA saidtl1e causes of train accide 

lnvolvelsswes with the track quqlity or equlpmentdesig n, method ofoperation,trnfficexposure; and 

hu manfattors: It also notedthatexperts associated withthe RailwaySupply l nstitute andthe Association 

of American Railroads and ggyerning bodies such as theFedera!RaHroad Administration are studyirig the 

technical aspects of moving hazardous materials via raiL 
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"WhentheprobabilityofLNG tank c.:arderaUmentjs uridersfood, better decisions can be made regarding 

the crashworthiness, placerne11t, and operationofrai! cars and the potentiaLconsequences frornanLNG 

release due to Cl deraiJrnei1t.JL1rther study for modeling the prot:wbiHty andconseqUences ottrahsportirig 

4NGbyraiLanc1 truck wilLhe!p decision~makers uric1erstan4 public risks andm21keinf9rmed qgdsions/ the 

The feporfalscrsaid transporting LNG bytrall could become ah option for companies seeking to 

supplernentLf\JG ttanspottatiqn Via pipeline. 

"There Ts evidencethafa dernand exists forshlppjhg LNG byraH,(mdthat tall shipments of LNG call be 

both competitive andcornplementary to the trnckand pipeline networks. Since rElllroads have unique 

advantages and dlsadvantages compared fo tn.Jcks, and the pub!k safety lmp!k:ations are noffully 

developed,risk assessments provide additional insightirifo the shipment otLNG by rail," thereporfstated. 

Fede:ralinvolvemerit in ENG bv :rail 
ol 

PHMSA's 9pproval ofEnergyira11sport $o!uticH1s' projElctis p9rtof a wider planintroduceg byFrElsident 

Dona!dTmmp to encourageENG exports and lncreaseUS competltiveriess. Trumplssued ari i:1xecl!fi~1e 

order in April 20'19 that c21lledJ9r the U,$. secretary oftranspqrtation to propose aru!e withinJ OQ days 

freatingLNG the same as other cryogenic liquids arid allowing iFfo be transported lllfall tarikcars. 

The orderalsolnstruded the Transportatioh an¢ Energy dep21rtments to assess; withinJ 80 days,the 

economiceffocts of the inability to movesuffldentquantitles ofLNGtostates+n NewEng!andandother 

regl9ns. ltvvol.1Td alscir'nake ifeasiedor LNG expbt't terrnirialstci receive the necessaryfoderalapprcivals, 

which can typicaiiyJake YElaJS; 

Since then, EnergyTrahsporfSo!uticinsreceived itspermifand PHMSA issued a final i'llle allowing fof 

liquefied n9tural g9s by raiLAccgrding tq PHryl§A, thisfinal rule incqrporah.3s new!ydesig11ated aqditlo1191 

safety requirements, such as anenhanced, thickef carbori steel outertahk andlheremcitemonitoririg of 

thepressurEland lqcatlonofLNG tatik cars: 

The rule also requires a two:-:-:wayend:--ofc:trnin or distributed power systemwhen a train is trnnsportlng 20 

Or more tank cars loaded with LNG Th a coritinq9Usbl9ck, or 3SbY more such tank car's ofLNG anywhere 

in the trair1consist.And the n.:1le requirf=srailrgcids to <:onduct route risk assessments to evaluate safety 

E:nvimnrnenta!groups and rn9retha11 adoz.-enstates plus the District ofColum!:Jiahave also fl!eda 

!awstjitag~TnstPHMSA on the rtil8. 
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Acccirdlng fo C0rluccio, beGilJSePHMSA's rn!e perrnltffng LNG byrail WgS issued afterNew Fortress Energy 

received itsspeciaLperrnit; the perrnlt doesn'thave some of the requirements of the fil1aLrule1 such as 

requiring taiik rarstrm1sportlngTNGJcihave an extra steeljacketDelaware Riverkeeper is pcirt of the 

group suingthe federcil govElrnmentover the rule, 

"The dangers .of LNG 9re attached tq the properties ofthE; material,Jt's r1otwhE;therit's a rail c:a r or 9 truck 

car cir aship;"Carluccio said, 

Click here for more FreightWaves articles by Joanna Norsh. 

Related articles: 

Ungard Knutson 
Environmental Scientist 
Environmental Re 
US EPA, Region2 
290Broadway, 26 
NewYork, NY 100 
212.::::637-3747 
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